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EXISTING SIGNIFICANT COMMUNITY DATA 

 
SELF-SUFFICIENCY 
 
 
The Self Sufficiency Standard  
The Self-Sufficiency Standard measures how much income is needed for a family of a certain 
composition in a given place to adequately meet their basic needs—without public or private 
assistance. 

 

Source: The Self-Sufficiency Standard for Pennsylvania, 2006 Diana Pearce, Wider Opportunities for Women, and PathwaysPA 

 
Comparison of Earnings to Actual Income needed to be Self Sufficient: 

• One adult supporting one infant must earn $10.18 per hour in order to be self-sufficient. The 
current hourly minimum wage in Schuylkill County (and the state of Pennsylvania) is $7.15.  
Source: PA Dept. of Labor & Industry.  
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• A person working a 40-hour week for every 52 weeks in a year would earn $14,872. The official 
Census Bureau poverty threshold in 2007 for one person was $10,787. However, the poverty 
threshold is $16,705 for a family of three persons (a family that includes two children and one 
adult). Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Poverty Thresholds 2007 

 
• An adult that works a full-time job for minimum wage and supports two children would not earn 

enough money to rise above the poverty threshold. The adult would need to earn a difference of 
$1,833 or an hourly wage of $8.03 to meet the guideline, and must earn a higher wage to surpass 
the threshold.  

 
 

Minimum Wage Earner Working 40 Hours per Week, $7.15 per hour,  
Annual Employment Earning $14,872 

Family Size  Family Type Poverty Threshold  
1  Adult $10,787  
2  1 Adult, 1 Child $14,291  
3 1 Adult, 2 Children  $16,705  

 

• According to the Community Action Association of Pennsylvania, “Holding a full-time job does 
not guarantee families enough money to cover the bills and rent, let alone buy food or ‘extras’ 
such as clothing. Food servers, discount store clerks, health care workers used to make enough 
money to sustain a family. Today, these are the faces of the working poor.  


